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CLAIM AMENDMENTS ; 

Please cancel Claims 1,9, 11 and 21. 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A The plurality of masonry articles according to 
C l aim 1 whoroin comprising, in combination: 

a first header and a second header for each of said plurality of masonry 
articles, a contoured p ortion of said first header of each of said plurality of 
masonry articles for coupli ng to a contoured portion of another second header 
of another one of said plur ality of masonry articles, and a contoured portion of 
said second header of each one o f said plurality of masonry articles for 
coupling to a contoured portion of one other first header of one other of said 
plurality of masonry arti cles so that an outward face of a portion of a wall 
assembled with said plura lity of masonry articles has a mortar-like vertically 
oriented aao: 

said first header of each of said plurality of masonry articles comprises a 
first projecting portion, a second projecting portion and an end-recessed 
portion of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said end-recessed portion 
located between said first projecting portion and said second projecting portion 
of said first header of each of said plurality of masonry articles; 

said second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles 
comprises a first opposite projecting portion, a second opposite projecting 
portion, a first inner recessed portion, a second inner recessed portion and an 
opposite recessed portion of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said first 
opposite projecting portion adjacent to said first inner recessed portion of said 
second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said second 
opposite projecting portion adjacent to said second inner recessed portion of 
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said second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said opposite 
recessed portion located between said first inner recessed portion and said 
second inner recessed portion of said second header of each of said plurality 
of masonry articles so that said first header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles couples to one other second header of one other of said plurality of 
masonry articles and said second header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles couples to said other first header of one other of said plurality of 
masonry articles to provide the portion of the wall ; and 

said plurality of masonry articles when assemhied to provirig a portion of 
the wall having a contoured front face said plurality of masnnrv articles wh »n 
assembled to provide a portion of th e wall having a lower bass anH » 
contoured upper base of each of said plumm y of masonry articles confine 
for coupling a portion of said contour^ u pper bas* of ^ C h of said p lurality «f 
masonry articles to a portion of a lower base of nn* of the otlw plurality ~f 
masonry articles so that the outward to «f the portion of th e wall assemhi^H 
with all of said plurality of masonry artir^s has a mnrt a r-ii ke hori7nht a ii v 
oriented gap . 

3. (Currently Amended) The plurality of masonry articles according to 
Claim [[1]] 2 further comprising a surface of said contoured front face of each 
of said plurality of masonry articles having an elevated portion and said 
elevated portion of the surface of said contoured front face adjacent to an 
indented portion of the surface of said contoured front face, said indented 
portion extending from an end of said first header to said elevated portion, so 
that the outward face of the portion of the wall assembled with said plurality of 
masonry articles provide the appearance of the mortar-like vertically oriented 
gap and the mortar-like horizontally oriented gap. 
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4. (Original) The plurality of masonry articles according to Claim 3 
further comprising an opposite indented portion of the surface of a back face 
extending from the end of said first header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles, said indented portion of the surface of said contoured front face of 
greater width compared to said opposite indented portion of the surface of said 
back face, a first opposite projecting portion of said second header of each of 
said plurality of masonry articles and a second opposite projecting portion of 
said second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles having 
substantially the same width as the width of said opposite indented portion of 
the surface of said back face of said first header of each of said plurality of 
masonry articles, so that when each of said plurality of masonry articles 
couples adjacently to one other of said plurality of masonry articles, said 
indented portion of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of 
masonry articles provides the appearance of a vertically oriented mortar-like 

gap- 

5. (Original) The plurality of masonry articles according to Claim 4 
further comprising said back face substantially parallel to said contoured front 
face, a lower portion of said indented portion of the surface of said contoured 
front face having a substantially L-shaped step, a lower portion of said back 
face comprising a substantially opposite L-shaped step, said opposite L- 
shaped step of the back face and said L-shaped step of the contoured front 
face having substantially the same height, so that when the portion of said 
contoured upper base of each of said plurality of masonry articles couples to 
the portion of said lower base of one of said other plurality of masonry articles 
the outward face of the portion of the wall assembled with all of said plurality of 
masonry articles has the appearance of the mortar-like horizontally oriented 
gap. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The plurality of masonry articles according to 
Claim {[1]J 2 further comprising said contoured upper base of each of said 
plurality of masonry articles comprising a channel extending substantially 
horizontally from said first header to said second header of each of said 
plurality of masonry articles and when the portion of said lower base of said 
plurality of masonry articles couples to the portion of said contoured upper 
base of one other of said plurality of masonry articles said channel providing 
an opening, said opening for accommodating a substantially horizontally 
oriented reinforcing rod and said opening for accommodating mortar. 

7. (Currently Amended) The plurality of masonry articles according to 
Claim [[1]] 2 wherein each of said plurality of masonry articles has a plurality-ef 
holes at least one ho|e extending from said upper base to said contoured lower 
base, each of said plural i ty of ho l e s at least one hole for accommodating a 
substantially vertically oriented reinforcing rod within each of said pluralit y o f 
hotes at least one hole and for accommodating mortar within each of said 
plurality of ho l os at least one hole . 

8. (Currently Amended) The plurality of masonry articles according to 
Claim [[1J] 2 wherein the distance between each of said plurality of masonry 
articles adjacently coupled to one other of said plurality of masonry articles is 
selectively adjustable to accommodate variations in length of a course of the 
plurality of masonry articles of the portion of the wall. 

9. (Cancelled) 


AMENDMENT 


PAGE W29« RCVD AT 2/9/2005 6:46:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] « SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/3 « DfOS:S729»)6 * 0810:47028784510* DURATION (mm-ss):12-28 


Fab-09-05 15:44 From-Bradshaw Smith & Co LLP 


+702 878 4510 


T-064 P.007/02S F-00S 


10. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 
according to Claim [[9]] 12 wherein said plurality of masonry articles comprises 
a first header and a second header for each of said plurality of masonry 
articles, a contoured portion of said first header of each of said plurality of 
masonry articles for coupling to a contoured portion of another second header 
of another one of said plurality of masonry articles, and a contoured portion of 
said second header of each one of said plurality of masonry articles for 
coupling to a contoured portion of one other first header of one other of said 
plurality of masonry articles so that an outward face of a portion of a wall 
assembled with said plurality of masonry articles has a mortar-like vertically 
oriented gap; said plurality of masonry articles when assembled to provide a 
portion of the wall having a contoured front face, said plurality of masonry 
articles when assembled to provide a portion of the wall having a lower base 
and a contoured upper base of each of said plurality of masonry articles 
configured for coupling a portion of said contoured upper base of each of said 
plurality of masonry articles to a portion of a lower base of one of the other 
plurality of masonry articles so that the outward face of the portion of the wall 
assembled with all of said plurality of masonry articles has a mortar-like 
horizontally oriented gap. 

11. (Cancelled) 
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12. (Currently Amended) A The collection of interlocking masonry 
artic,es accord i ng to Claim 11 fw feer comprising , in combination- 

a plurality of masonry artic les als o comprising a nluranty of corner 
masonry articles and a plurality of alte rnative corner masonry artlcjeg, «»m 
plurality of masonry articles, said pluralit y Q f corner mas onry articles ann- 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles togethe r providinn gojitoyred 
shapes so that an outward face of a p ortion of a w all assemhierf with 
Plurality of masonry articles, said plur a lity of comer masonry articles and said 
Plurality of alternative corner masonry articles provide the appearand nf a 
plurality of mortar-like horizontally o r iented and mortaNike vertically oriented 
gaps: 

each of said plurality of corne r masonry articles comp ri ses a first corner 
header and a second corner header, a co n toured porting of said first corner 
header of each of said plurality of cor n er masonry articles for cou pling to * 
contoured portion of a second header of sa i d plurality of masonry articles , a n n 
a contoured portion of said second corne r header of each one of said plurality 
of corner masonry articles for coupling to a contoured portion of one other first 
header of one other of said plurality o f masonry a rticles so that an outward 
face of a corner portion of a wal l assembled with said plurality of corner 
masonry articles and said plurality o f masonry articles has a mortar-like 
vertically oriented gap: 

sajd plurality of corner masonry articles when assembled to provide a 
corner portion of the wall having a co ntoured front face, said plurality of corner 
masonry articles when assembled to provide a corner portion of the wall 
having a lower base and a contoured u pper base of eac h of said plurality ^ 
corner masonry articles configured for coupling a portion of said rnntn„r Q ri 
upper base of each of said plurality of co r ner masonry articles to a p ortion nf a 
L ower base of each of a combination o f one of said plurality of alternate 
comer masonry articles coupled to one o f said plurality of masonry article ^ 
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that the outwam Mce of yg mraer portion nf m m ^-^^^ 

oriented ga p ; 1 

said plurality of oomer masonry, articles having a back face substantially 
parallel to said contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner masonry 
articles, said first comer header of each of said plurality of corner masonry 
articles oom P ri s ing a first projecting portion, a second projecting portion and an 
end-recessed portion for each of said plurality of comer masonry articles said 
end-recessed portion located between said first projecting portion and said 
second projecting portion of said first corner header of each of said plurality of 
corner masonry articles, said first corner header of each of said plurality of 
corner masonry articles projecting substantially perpendicularly from a portion 
of said back face of each of said plurality of comer masonry articles- and. 

said second comer header of each of said plurality of corner masonry 
articles comprising a first opposite projecting portion, a second opposite 
projecting portion, a first inner recessed portion, a second inner recessed 
porfion and an opposite recessed portion for each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles, said first opposite projecting portion adjacent to said first 
,nner recessed portion of said second comer header of each of said plurality of 
corner masonry articles, said second opposite projecting portion adjacent to 
sa,d second inner recessed portion of said second comer header of each of 
sa,d plurality of comer masonry articles, said opposite recessed portion located 
between said first inner recessed portion and said second inner recessed 
portion of said second comer header of each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles, so that said first comer header of each of said plurality of 
comer masonry articles couples to said second header of one of said plurality 
of masonry articles and said second corner header of each of said plurality of 
comer masonry articles couples to one otter first header of one other of said 
plurality of masonry articles to provide the comer portion of the wall. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 
according to Claim [[1 1]] 12 further comprising 

a corner end of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles said 
comer end opposite said second corner header of each of said plurality of 
comer masonry articles, said comer end of each of said plurality of comer 
masonry articles having a front-end face, a surface of said front-end face of 
said corner end of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles having an 
elevated portion and said elevated portion of the surface of said fronted face 
of said corner end of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles adjacent 
to an indented portion of the surface of said front-end face of said corner end 
of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles, said indented portion of the 
surface of said front-end face of said corner end of each of said plurality of 
corner masonry articles extending from said first corner header to said 
contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles; 

a surface of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles having an elevated portion and said elevated portion of the 
surface of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner masonry 
articles adjacent to an indented portion of the surface of said contoured front 
face of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles, said indented portion 
of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of comer masonry articles 
extending from said corner end to said second corner header of each of said 
plurality of corner masonry articles so that the outward face of the corner 
portion of the wall assembled with said plurality of comer masonry articles 
provide the appearance of the mortar-like vertically oriented gap and the 
mortar-like horizontally oriented gap. 
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14. (Orig.nal) The collection of interlocking masonry articles according 
to Claim 13 further comprising a back end face of said comer end of each of 
sard plurality of corner masonry articles having an opposite indented portion of 
the surface of said back end face of said corner end, said opposite indented 
port,on extending from an end of said second horizontally projecting portion of 
sa,d first corner header of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles said 
indented portion of the surface of said front-end face of said corner end of 
each of said plurality of corner masonry articles of greater width compared to 
said opposite indented portion of the surface of said back end face of said 
corner end of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles, a first opposite 
projectmg portion of said second header of each of said plurality of masonry 
artrcles and a second opposite projecting portion of said second header of 
each of said plurality of masonry articles having substantially the same width 
as the width of said opposite indented portion of the surface of said back end 
face of said corner end of each of said plurality of comer masonry articles so 
that when said first header of one of said plurality of corner masonry articles 
couples adjacently to said second header of one of said plurality of masonry 
art.cles, said indented portion of said front-end face of said corner end of each 
of said plurality of corner masonry articles provides the appearance of a 
vertically oriented mortar-like gap. 
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15. (Original) The collection of interlocking masonry articles according 
to Claim 14 further comprising said back face of each of said plurality of comer 
masonry articles substantially parallel to said contoured front face of each of 
said plurality of corner masonry articles, said back end face of said corner end 
each of said plurality of corner masonry articles substantially parallel to said 
front-end face of said corner end of each of said plurality of corner masonry 
articles, a lower portion of said indented portion of the surface of said 
contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles 
substantially parallel to said contoured front face of each of said plurality of 
corner masonry articles having a substantially L-shaped step, a lower portion 
of said indented portion of said contoured end face of said corner end of each 
of said plurality of corner masonry articles substantially parallel to said 
contoured end face of said corner end of each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles having a substantially L-shaped step, a lower portion of said 
back face substantially parallel to said contoured front face of each of said 
plurality of corner masonry articles comprising a substantially opposite L- 
shaped step and a lower portion of said back end face of said corner end back 
face of each of said plurality of corner masonry articles substantially parallel to 
said contoured end face of said comer end of each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles comprising a substantially opposite L-shaped step said 
opposite L-shaped step of said back face, said opposite L-shaped step of said 
back end face of said corner end, said L-shaped step of said contoured front 
face and said L-shaped step of said front-end face of said comer end of each 
of said plurality of corner masonry articles having substantially the same 
height, so that when the portion of said contoured upper base of each of said 
comer plurality of masonry articles couples to the portion of said lower base of 
each of a combination of one of said plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles coupled to one of said plurality of masonry articles the outward face of 
the comer portion of the wall assembled with all of said plurality of interlocking 
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masonry articles has the appearance of the mortar-like horizontally oriented 

gap 

16. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 
according to Claim [[9]) 12 wherein 

each of said plurality of alternative comer masonry articles comprises a 
first alternative corner header and a second alternative comer header a 
contoured portion of said first alternative corner header of each of said plurality 
of alternative corner masonry articles for coupling to a contoured portion of a 
second header of said plurality of masonry articles, and a contoured portion of 
sa,d second alternative comer header of each one of said plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles for coupling to a contoured portion of one 
other first header of one other of said plurality of masonry articles so that an 
outward face of an alternative comer portion of a wall assembled with said 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles and said plurality of masonry 
articles has a mortar-like vertically oriented gap; 

said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles when assembled to 
provide an alternative corner portion of the wall having a contoured front face 
of each of said plurality of alternative corner articles, said plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles when assembled to provide an alternative comer 
portion of the wall having a lower base and a contoured upper base of each of 
said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles configured for coupling a 
portion of said contoured upper base of each of said plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles to a portion of a lower base of each of a combination 
of one of said plurality of comer masonry articles coupled to one of said 
Plurality of masonry articles so that the outward face^of the alternative comer 
portion of the wall assembled with all of said plurality of interlocking masonry 
articles has a mortaMike horizontally oriented gap. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 
according to Claim [[9]] 12 further comprising 

said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles having a back face 
substantially parallel to said contoured front face of each of said plurality of 
alternative comer masonry articles, said first alternative corner header of each 
of said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles comprising a first 
projecting portion, a second projecting portion and an end-recessed portion for 
each of said plurality of alternative comer masonry articles, said end-recessed 
portion located between said first projecting portion and said second projecting 
portion of said first corner header of each of said plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles; 

said second alternative corner header of said plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles comprising a first opposite projecting portion, a first 
inner recessed portion, a second inner recessed portion and an opposite 
recessed portion, said first opposite projecting portion adjacent to said first 
inner recessed portion of said second alternative corner header of each of said 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles, said second inner recessed 
portion adjacent to said contoured front face of each of said plurality of corner 
masonry articles, said opposite recessed portion located between said first 
inner recessed portion and said second inner recessed portion of said second 
alternative corner header of each of said plurality of alternative comer masonry 
articles, said second alternative comer header of said plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles located on a portion of said back face of each of said 
plurality of alternate corner masonry articles, so that said first alternative comer 
header of each of said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles couples 
to said second header of one of said plurality of masonry articles and said 
second alternative comer header of each of said plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles couples to one other first header of one other of said plurality 
of masonry articles to provide the alternative corner portion of the wall. 
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18. (Original) The collection of interlocking masonry articles according 
to Claim 1 7 further comprising 

an alternative corner end of each of said plurality of alternative comer 
masonry articles, said alternative corner end opposite said first alternative 
corner header of each of said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles, 
said alternative corner end of each of said plurality of alternative comer 
masonry articles having a front-end face, a surface of said front-end face of 
said alternative corner end of each of said plurality of alternative comer 
masonry articles having an elevated portion and said elevated portion of the 
surface of said front-end face of said alternative corner end of each of said 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles adjacent to an indented portion 
of the surface of said front-end face of said alternative comer end of each of 
said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles, 

said indented portion of the surface of said front-end face of said 
alternative corner end of each of said plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles extending from said second alternative corner header to said 
contoured front face of each of said plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles; a surface of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles having an elevated portion and said 
elevated portion of the surface of said contoured front face of each of said 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles adjacent to an indented portion 
of the surface of said contoured front face of each of said plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles, said indented portion of said contoured front face 
extending from said alternative corner end to said first alternative corner 
header of each of said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles so that 
the outward face of the alternative corner portion of the wall assembled with 
said plurality of alternative corner masonry articles provide the appearance of 
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the mortar-like vertically oriented gap and the mortar-like horizontally oriented 
gap. 

19. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 
according to Claim [[9J] 12 wherein each of said interlocking masonry articles 
has a first header, a second header, a contoured upper base and a lower 
base, said contoured upper base of each of said interlocking masonry articles 
comprising a channel extending substantially horizontally from said first header 
to said second header of each of said interlocking masonry articles and when a 
portion of said contoured upper base of one of said interlocking masonry 
articles couples to a portion of said lower base of a combination of a plurality of 
said interlocking masonry articles said channel providing an opening, said 
opening for accommodating a reinforcing rod and said opening for 
accommodating mortar. 

20. (Currently Amended) The collection of interlocking masonry articles 

according to Claim 1 9 wherein each of said interlocking masonry articles has a 

p lurality of hol es at least one hole extending from said upper base to said 

contoured lower base of each of said interlocking masonry articles, each of 

said plurality of holoo at least one hole for accommodating a substantially 

vertically oriented reinforcing rod within each of said plurality of holes at least 

pne hole and for accommodating mortar within each of plwatity of holec at 
least one hole . 

21. (Cancelled) 
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22. (New) A method for assembling a portion of a wall comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a first header and a second header for each of a plurality of 
masonry articles, said first header of each of said plurality of masonry articles 
comprising a first projecting portion, a second projecting portion and an end- 
recessed portion of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said end- 
recessed portion located between said first projecting portion and said second 
projecting portion of said first header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles and said second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles 
comprising a first opposite projecting portion, a second opposite projecting 
portion, a first inner recessed portion, a second inner recessed portion and an 
opposite recessed portion of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said first 
opposite projecting portion adjacent to said first inner recessed portion of said 
second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said second 
opposite projecting portion adjacent to said second inner recessed portion of 
said second header of each of said plurality of masonry articles, said opposite 
recessed portion located between said first inner recessed portion and said 
second inner recessed portion of said second header of each of said plurality 
of masonry articles so that said first header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles couples to one other second header of one other of said plurality of 
masonry articles and said second header of each of said plurality of masonry 
articles couples to said other first header of one other of said plurality of 
masonry articles to provide the portion of the wall; 

coupling a contoured portion of said first header of each of said plurality 
of masonry articles to a contoured portion of another second header of another 
one of said plurality of masonry articles; 

coupling a contoured portion of said second header of each one of said 
plurality of masonry articles to a contoured portion of one other first header of 
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one other of said plurality of masonry articles so that an outward face of a 
portion of a wall assembled with said plurality of masonry articles has a mortar- 
like vertically oriented gap; 

assembling said plurality of masonry articles to provide a portion of the 
wall having a contoured front face, each of said plurality of masonry articles 
having a lower base and a contoured upper base, said contoured upper base 
of each of said plurality of masonry articles comprising a channel extending 
substantially horizontally from said first header to said second header of each 
of said plurality of masonry articles; and 

coupling a portion of said contoured upper base of each of said plurality 
of masonry articles to a portion of a lower base of one of the other plurality of 
masonry articles so that the outward face of the portion of the wall assembled 
with all of said plurality of masonry articles has a mortar-like horizontally 
oriented gap. 
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23. (New) The method according to Claim 22 further comprising the steps of: 

coupling the portion of said lower base of said plurality of masonry 
articles to the portion of said contoured upper base of one other of said 
plurality of masonry articles, said channel of each one of said plurality of 
masonry articles defining an opening; 

providing each one of said plurality of masonry articles has at least one 
hole extending from said upper base to said contoured lower base; 

off-setting a course of said plurality of masonry articles relative to 
another course of said plurality of masonry articles, each one of said plurality 
of masonry articles of said another course having at least one hole to vertically 
align said at least one hole of said course of said plurality of masonry articles 
to said at least one hole of said another course of said plurality of masonry 
articles; 

providing at least one substantially vertically oriented reinforcing rod; 

providing at least one substantially horizontally oriented reinforcing rod; 

positioning said at least one substantially horizontally oriented 
reinforcing rod within said opening of at least one of said plurality of masonry 
articles; 

positioning said at least one substantially vertically oriented reinforcing 
rod within said at least one hole of at least one of said plurality of masonry 
articles; and 

pouring mortar into said at least one hole to substantially fill said opening 
of each one of said plurality of masonry articles thereby adhering said course 
of said plurality of masonry articles to said another course of said plurality of 
masonry articles when the mortar sets. 
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